India with its great stress on Vanaprastha and Sanyasa in
oia age. This attitude which wrongiy assumes total
extincuon of sex activity in ail old people, is sometimes a
source of insoluble social problems.

A merchant aged 40 once wanted to consult me about
his father who was 62 and the head of the family. He
was the father of three sons and two daughters, the eldest
being the one who came to consult me. His wife was 56
years. The merchant in a confidential interview stated
that his father appeared to be suffering from some vene-
real trouble and was, therefore, avoiding the family doctor
but had gone in for a quack treatment to avoid publicity.
The son was afraid that the disease might spread to other
members of his family through the laundry, etc. Could I
help him, since I knew his father for a long time as their
family doctor? I said I could only if a suitable occasion
presented itself, because it would need very careful
handling.

I had to wait for the occasion for nearly a month
when the old man had a bout of fever. When he was
convalescing, I informed him that I must examine his
urine. I found pus cells in his urine examined under the
microscope. I said, uThe condition appears serious, Chet-
tiar. You have trouble in your urine and it may become
dangerous. Unless you are agreeable to a thorough
check up, you may land yourself in bigger trouble."

The patient reluctantly agreed. On examination, it
was found that he had an enlarged prostate with .purulent
urethriaf discharge. "Mr. Chetty, unless you are completely
frank with me and disclose clearly and without any reser-
vations all your complaints and answer my questions, I
am afraid I cannot help you."

He was a little frightened but was still silent.
v "Well, Mr. Chetty, if you prefer to keep your com-
plaints from your doctor when you are suffering from a
serious disease, God alone can help you."
^     So saying, I was getting up to go when Chetty broke
down,  "Who  will  understand  an  old   man's    trouble,
Doctor?'
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